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Time to end this discriminatory practice’

INTERVIEW: UDIT RAJ by
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RAMAKRISHNAN and
ANANDO BHAKTO
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01,2019

On the morning of
January 2, 2019, as the news
broke that two young women
had entered the Sabarimala
shrine, Udit Raj, the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s (BJP) member of
the Lok Sabha from North-
West Delhi constituency and
national chairman of the All
India Confederation of
S.C./S.T. Organisations,
welcomed the development,
saying that it was a shot in the
arm for gender parity and
women’s empowerment.
Excerpts from an interview.

February

You have welcomed
the entry of women into
Sabarimala temple even as
your party, the BIP, is
opposed to it, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
terming it a matter of
“tradition” in a recent
interview. Could you
elaborate on your
position?

I see the issue from the
perspective of regressive
conventions and reforms. Our
country has never seen major
reform movements, save those
steered by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
in Maharashtra, [E.V.
Ramasamy] Periyar in Tamil
Nadu and Sree Narayana Guru
in Kerala. Reforms are
necessary not only to empower
Dalits and other backward
classes and integrate society,
but also to accelerate the
growth engine of the country.
States that have had a history
of reform movements, such as
Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Maharashtra and Andhra
Pradesh, outshine others in
social welfare, education,
health and growth indices.

In Kerala, the state
uprooted caste-based
discrimination and introduced
reservation as early as 1935. In
Tamil Nadu, the Justice Party
introduced reservationin 1941,
while in Mysore it was
introduced even earlier, by the
early 1920s. In Maharashtra,
reform movements were
pioneered by Shahuji Maharaj
and later by Jyotirao Phule and
Ambedkar, and their efforts
fostered overall development.
In Karnataka, the Sir Leslie
Miller Committee, set up under
the colonial regime, initiated
welfare measures. It is by
virtue of reforms that south
India is ahead of the northern
States in terms of employment
generation, investment, and
creation of workforce in the
Information Technology sector,
and giving the country eminent
scientists. South India also

fares better than the northern
States when it comes to
religious tolerance and
showcasing the liberal face of
religion.

In the context of the
Sabarimala row, what do
you think of the so-called
“"Save Ayyappa”
movement, essentially led
by a clutch of upper-caste
organisations.

Allowing the entry of
women into the Sabarimala
temple is nothing but the
implementation of
Ambedkarism; it also
vindicates the Constitution and
the judgment of the Supreme
Court. When you obstruct the
entry of women, it has a
cascading effect that
eventually hurts Dalits. The
same logic is applied to
discriminate against people
belonging to the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes. In the name of
upholding traditions and
customs, Dalits are treated
worse than animals. Breaking a
regressive tradition would yield
indirect benefits to the S.Cs
and the S.Ts. In the past, evil
practices such as sati, child
marriage, female infanticide,
untouchability and not letting
women belonging to the lower
castes cover their breasts were
all discarded. It is time we
discarded this discriminatory
practice of not letting women
enter the Sabarimala temple.

Do you see the current
impasse over the
Sabarimala temple as a
reflection of the limitation
of the Indian engagement
with modernity? Do you
see any parallels with the
temple entry proclamation
in Kerala, which got
implemented properly
more than a decade after it
was pronounced by the
Travancore king in the mid
1930s?

Things are moving faster
now than they did in previous
decades. The advancement in
technology and the emergence
of social media have
contributed to people’s
awareness. There is also
widespread consciousness [of
issues] among Dalits and the
lower castes, which was not
hitherto seen. In the age of the
Internet, it is not possible to
perpetuate orthodoxy.

But it seems that the
BJP and the Congress, the
two mainstream parties,
do not seem to understand
this. They are the people
who are actively promoting
and facilitating a section of
upper castes agitating in
Kerala.

Idon'twanttoindulgeina
political debate. I want to focus
on the social aspect of the
Sabarimala row. The views that
I have enunciated are also the
views of the lower castes and
Dalits. Collectively, these are
the voices for gender parity
and social justice. These voices
need to be heard and shared to
usher in an era of social
equality. Indulging in a political
debate will dilute that purpose.

There are similar
movements that have
underscored the same
concept, such as the
movement for women’s
entry into the Shani
Shingnapur temple. A
group of Muslim women
from Kerala have also
appealed to the Supreme
Court seeking the right to
offer open prayers in
mosques. However, in
spite of all this progress, a
counter-movement to
obstinately stick to
tradition with reactionary
and revivalist overtones
has also come up.

There is polarisation in our
society and we have people
who espouse social change and
those who are opposed to it.
But, I would say that the
fundamentalist elements in the
upper castes are getting
isolated by the day. Service to
the nation involves upholding
equality and liberal values and
focussing on research.
Sloganeering will not lead to
progress. How can a slogan
such as “Bharat mata ki jai”
herald progress if the sons and
daughters of the country
continue to be discriminated
against?

You have been
consistently focussing on
theissue of sloganeering in
your political and
organisational
interventions. You have
said that welfare measures
for Dalits have become
gestures of tokenism.
Could you explain?

The privatisation of the
economy, initiated by the P.V.
Narasimha Rao-led
government in 1991, has led to
the gradual shrinking of the
public sector. All important
service sectors are owned by
corporate houses which, unlike
in the West, do not have a
human face. The imitation of
laissez faire economy has led to
the further marginalisation of
Dalits and S.Cs/S.Ts, who are
systematically denied a share
in the decision-making or
managerial berths in the
private sector. Our private
players, unlike their
counterparts in Europe or the
United States, are not
committed to fostering

research and development or
taking up corporate social
responsibilities. Entrepreneurs
in the West make it a point to
give back to society in one form
or the other, even if only
through corporate social
responsibility donations
running into billions of dollars.
Do you have such examples in
our country? Our corporate
houses have only displayed a
hedonistic, animalistic instinct
to accumulate and hoard
wealth.

But successive
governments have claimed
that in terms of S.C/S.Ts’
empowerment, there has
been substantial progress?

There are three ways to
empowerment—participation
in government, reservation and
welfare measures. As far as the
lower castes are concerned,
welfare measures have not
happened. It is not reassuring
when it comes to reservation in
government and private-sector
jobs, in education and in
politics. As many as 2,000 Rajiv
Gandhi fellowships, meant to
facilitate the pursuit of higher
education of SC/STs, have been
discontinued—now only those
who qualify for JRF [junior
research fellowship] and NET
[national entrance test] will be
entitled to it. More than 70 per
cent of the education sector is
privatised, with the consequent
exclusion of the backward
classes.

Law Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad recently
underlined the need to
make the judiciary more
representative. Would you
like to comment on the
current composition of the
judiciary?

The judiciary is completely
an opaque house and there is
no merit in the appointment of
judges. Judges appoint judges,
and this arrangement allows
caste-based discrimination.
Although our parliamentary
system is modelled after the
British system, we did not
emulate their mechanism of
having a selection commission
to appoint judges. In India,
they struck down the proposed
National Judicial Appointment
Commission. Our political class
allowed the judiciary to usurp
the Constitution. The Attorney
General, K.K. Venugopal, was
right when he said that our
Constitution was no longer the
sovereign and that the judiciary
was sovereign. How can we
expect justice for the people?

We were talking about
the need for reforms, but
reforms are the outcome of
debate and dissent. In the
current political climate, do
you think there is space for

debate and dissent?

Our society is a very rigid
society.

What about the ruling
elite?

What I say is more
comprehensive. In India,
people believe in anything. A
live snake is killed and a dead
snake is worshipped. If one
person stands with folded
hands in front of a tree, you
would soon see several others
emulating him. This is an
environment that seeks to
suppress or limit change.

Talking about beliefs,
there are people who
worship the cow also, and
of late, even people who
head or are part of the
State and Central
governments seem to be
saying that cows are more
important than human
beings. What is your view
on the ongoing spate of
mob lynchings?

Of course, those who
lynch people value cows more
than human beings.

The lynchers often find
solidarity in the political class.

That s very unfortunate.

Currently there seems
to be a clash between
people who want reforms
and those who side with
convention. The American
political scientist Samuel
Huntington said that the
clash of civilisations is
going to be the defining
ideology in the post-Cold
War era. Do you think that
what we are seeing
corroborates such a world
view ?

Given the current
situation in the country,
particularly in the light of the
killings involving cow
vigilantism, I will not call this
civilisation. This is un-
civilisation. Civilisation is a
higher form of humanity and it
entails respecting the
sentiment and ideas of others,
tolerating, and believing in
scientific temperament.
Otherwise, what is the
difference between the
primitive and the modern eras?

https://frontline.thehindu
.com/cover-
story/article26002083.ece
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Anganwadi centre locked up for Dalit cook

An Anganwadi centre in the remote seaside village of Debendranarayanpur is locked up for
the last three months, depriving as many as 60 children of mid-day meal and early education.

By Ashis
SenapatiExpress News
Service

KENDRAPARA: An
Anganwadi centre in the
remote seaside village of
Debendranarayanpur is
locked up for the last three
months, depriving as many
as 60 children of mid-day
meal and early education.

Reason: A Dalit
woman has been appointed
as its cook-cum-helper.

Some upper-caste
villagers had taken
exception to the
appointment of Sanjukta
Biswas, a Dalit, as cook-
cum-helper of the
Anganwadi centre. Claiming
that their children will not
take the food prepared by
Sanjukta, they demanded
her replacement and have
locked up the centre since
November 2 last year.

“They have
stopped me from opening
the centre. I intimated the

matter to the Chief
Development Project Officer
(CDPO) of Rajnagar block.
She assured necessary
action but the issue is yet to
be resolved,” said
Anganwadi worker and in-
charge of the centre
Anjalirani Mandal.

Speaking to
Express, Biswas said, “I was
posted by the authorities as
a helper in the centre. but
some upper caste villagers
warned me not to cook food
for their children. When 1
refused to obey their diktat,
they locked up the centre.”

Meanwhile, a team
of Dalit leaders visited the
village on Monday. They
have blamed the district
administration for failing to
take action against the
persons who have illegally
locked up the centre.

“The Supreme
Court in an order in 2004
directed that cooks
belonging to SC and ST

should be given priority in
the midday meal
preparation in the schools.
Stern action should be taken
against the persons who
objected to the appointment
of a Dalit woman as a cook,”
said Nagen Jena, a Dalit
leader and district president
of Dalit Samaj.

The Rajnagar CDPO
Puspalata Das said she had
tried to persuade the
villagers to let the centre
function but they were
unrelenting. “I have
informed the district
administration authorities in
this regard,” she said.

With the issue
threatening to blow up, the
administration has finally
been stirred into action.
Kendrapara Sub-Collector
Sanjay Mishra said,
“Rajnagar Tehsildar has
been asked to submit a
detailed report. After getting
the report, appropriate

action will be taken against
the persons who illegally
locked the Anganwadi
centre.”

http://www.newin
dianexpress.com/states/odi
sha/2019/jan/30/anganwa
di-centre-locked-up-for-

dalit-cook-1931918.html
+4++

Appeal to the Readers

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through Bank draft in favour of
'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter. Sometimes, it might
happen that you don't receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it, you
all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years
One year

Rs. 600/ -
Rs. 150/~

SC/ST/OBC WOMEN/ ORGARNISES RIGHTS MEET

Hiranagar 29.01.2019:
Today, Women wing of All
India Confederation of
SC/ST/OBC Organisations
organized Reservation Rights
Meet at Hiranagar. Miss Rajni
Bala, State Coordinator
Confederation organised this
meet in which females from
Samba, Ghgwal, Koota,
Chhani, Hamirpur, Madeen,
Garage Satoora, Chhan
Rotian, Bhagacha Chak,
Gafyiale and Hiranagar
participated.

Shri R K Kalsotra, State
President of Confederation
was the Chief Guest at the

of the society should not keep
away from the movement.
Therefore, this Save Rights
Meet is organized and in
future also we will support the
mission of Save Rights
Movement.

Mr. Kalsotra while
addressing the women
appreciated the role of Rajni
and appealed to other
women of the society to
follow the steps of Rajni and
raise awareness among the
masses about their rights. He
said a huge backlog in
appointment is pending with

the state and few days earlier | ¥

Movement is going on in
Kargil and they are all
supporting the
Confederation.

Dinesh Bharti said no
timely scholarship is being
provided to poor SC, ST &
OBC students for which

NSOSYF (National SC ST OBC
Students & Youths Front) will
participate in the geraao,
whenever Confederations call
for.

Other who spokesperson
in the meet were Arti Devi
Panch, Rani Devi, Anuradha,

Sunita Devi, Sudesh Kumari
& Sunita Rani. They assured
to organise meetings further
at their end to mobilize the
women of the society.
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